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The Wisconsin Idea: 
Our core philosophy in 
the learning process, 
which challenges us to 
bring our knowledge 
and research beyond 
the boundaries of the 
classroom.

The University of Wisconsin–Madison opened in 1848 

to teach the citizens of Wisconsin practical agriculture, 

science, and engineering. Throughout the years, as 

the reputation of the university spread, new programs 

were added and the campus expanded. Today, the 

reach of our university has grown beyond the borders 

of Wisconsin. Students like you, from all over the United 

States and the world, want to study at our university.  

We have a different approach to education that started 

in 1911 when university President Charles Van Hise 

developed the Wisconsin Idea. One hundred years 

later, we continue to honor that commitment in how we 

educate and prepare students.
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Our Students
42,820 total students 
29,118 undergraduates

Global Reach
Students come from all  
50 states and more than  
130 countries.

Current Rankings

7th best value among 
public colleges in the 
United States (The 
Princeton Review)

10th among public 
universities (U.S. News 
and World Report)

Rated one of the most-
affordable colleges (Fiske 
Guide)

19th among world univer-
sities (Academic Ranking 
of World Universities) 

The Wisconsin Experience guides us in 
providing learning opportunities that happen 
inside and outside of the classroom. Students 
have life-changing experiences in service-
learning opportunities and residential learning 
communities. They perform community-based 
research and go on international internships to 
gain new perspectives in their fields. They seek 
out intellectual challenges in first-year interest 
groups and comprehensive honors programs. 

Our community is vibrant and diverse. This 
is reflected in the extracurricular opportuni-
ties for leadership in the arts, culture, politics, 
service, social issues, and student government. 
Recreational activities and Badger athletics also 
add an amazing energy to our campus.

Here, there is always something to do. Check 
out your favorite fall and spring sports, enjoy 
year-round arts and culture, get involved with 
a student organization, or take time to volun-
teer with a cause that’s important to you. As 
a Big Ten university, our campus is always 
buzzing with excitement and energy. 

Our faculty also offer a world-class learning 
experience. With an astounding legacy of 
learning and discovery, you can choose from 
thousands of classes in nearly any subject and 
take time to explore the major that fits you. 
Our campus is also home to Badgers from all 
50 states and more than 130 countries. 



More than 29,000 undergraduates call our 
campus home, and they contribute to  
a history of academic excellence, pushing 
boundaries in their fields of study and  
finding passions that will guide them 
throughout their lives.

Explore everything our campus has to offer. 
Find time to visit. Talk with our students and 
alumni about their experiences. The Office of 
Admissions and Recruitment is here to assist 
as you prepare to become a future Badger! 

Our community is vibrant and diverse.  
This is reflected in the extracurricular  
opportunities for leadership in the arts, 
culture, politics, service, social issues,  

and student government.
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On Campus
Ongoing intercultural dialogues  
Ac tivism and leadership through nearly  

900 student organizations
Multicultural arts initiatives 

In the Classroom
Comprehensive honors programs 
Scholars groups
Tr aining for health professionals in  

underserved areas

Beyond the Classroom 
National and international internships 
For-profit and non-profit summer internships 
Entrepreneurship opportunities 
Study-abroad and research-abroad programs

We take learning to the next level. Our 

faculty will teach you how to use what you 

learn in the real world. Through undergrad-

uate research opportunities in liberal arts, 

science, business, health, ecology, engi-

neering, and education, you will investigate 

local, national, and global issues. 

As a student here, you will become a problem 

solver and creative thinker who is prepared 

to confront 21st-century challenges.

The Wisconsin Experience



   

First-Year Interest Groups
We form learning communities of about 20 
students who are enrolled in a cluster of 
classes that are linked by a common theme. 
These groups help students discover how 
disciplines relate to one another, creating a 
richer educational experience. 

Service Learning
Many courses include educational experi-
ences that allow students to take part in 
activities that meet community needs. 
Students gain further understanding of course 
content and an enhanced sense of civic 
responsibility while helping others. 

Residential Learning Communities
Our students participate in total-immersion 
learning communities that connect living and 

learning. Students can pursue their entrepre-
neurial spirit, their passion for sustainability, 
their desire for a multicultural experience, and 
more through these special communities. And 
they can work one-on-one with faculty and 
staff through social, cultural, and educational 
activities. 

Undergraduate Research 
Our students don’t need to wait to be juniors 
or seniors before they are welcomed into 
the university’s vast research community. A 
special program helps first- and second-year 
undergraduates get hands-on experience in 
research or other creative endeavors, working 
with faculty and research staff. Experience at 
the frontiers of knowledge transforms what 
our students learn in the classroom into reality 
and relevance.
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The University of Wisconsin–Madison is a place 

where exceptional academic performance 

flourishes. Our students know that learning is 

a lifelong journey, and they study with people 

who also embrace spirited discussion and 

debate. 

As a top research institution, our under-

graduates also get hands-on experience 

with ongoing research and have opportuni-

ties to design and direct their own projects. 

No matter what your field of study, you’ll be  

challenged to think critically.

Academic Excellence

Academic Support
Freshmen through seniors use 
the academic learning support 
services offered by the university. 
First-year students typically take 
advantage of:

Writing center support to assist 
with preparing for essay exams 
and proofreading papers.

Group tutoring in math, physics, 
chemistry, computer science, 
economics, and statistics.

Foreign language tutoring 
for French, German, Spanish, 
Chinese, Korean, Japanese,  
and more.



Breadth of Courses
We offer an impressive collection of 4,000 
course offerings. You will also be exposed to 
classes in the physical and social sciences, arts, 
and humanities to broaden your intellectual 
perspectives. This establishes a foundation 
for living a productive life, being a citizen of 
the world, appreciating aesthetic values, and 
engaging in lifelong learning in a continually 
changing world.

Majors and Undergraduate Schools  
and Colleges
There are over 150 majors. Once you declare 
a major or are admitted to one of our eight 
undergraduate colleges and schools, you will 
have a shared learning experience with other 
students studying in your field.  

Sample Courses
Confectionery Science and Technology
Energy Economics
Ethnobotany
Environmental Stewardship
Gender and Work in Rural America
Hydraulics for Civil Engineers and Designers
Jazz Aesthetics 
Mass Media and Youth
Medieval Literature
Philosophy of Mind
Practice of Persuasion
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College of Agricultural  
and Life Sciences
Agricultural and Applied Economics 
Agricultural Business Management 
Agronomy 
Animal Sciences 
Biochemistry 
Biological Systems Engineering 
Biology 
Community and Environmental Sociology 
Dairy Science 
Dietetics
Entomology 
Environmental Sciences 
Food Science 
Forest Science 
Genetics 
Horticulture 
Individual Major 
Landscape Architecture 
Life Sciences Communication 
Microbiology 
Nutritional Sciences 
Plant Pathology 
Poultry Science 
Soil Science 
Wildlife Ecology 

School of Business
Accounting 
Actuarial Science 
Finance, Investment and Banking 
Information Systems 
International Business 
Management and Human Resources 
Marketing 
Operations and Technology Management 
Real Estate and Urban Land Economics 
Risk Management and Insurance 

School of Education
Art 
Art Education 
Athletic Training
Chinese 
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
Dance 
Elementary Education 
French 
German 
Hebrew 
Individual Major 
Italian 
Japanese 
Kinesiology 
Latin 
Music Education 
Polish 
Portuguese 
Rehabilitation Psychology 
Russian 
Spanish 
Special Education 
Theatre and Drama 

College of Engineering
Biomedical Engineering 
Chemical Engineering 
Civil Engineering 
Computer Engineering 
Electrical Engineering 
Engineering Mechanics 
Engineering Physics 
Geological Engineering 
Industrial Engineering 
Materials Science and Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 
Naval Science 
Nuclear Engineering 

In addition, the Graduate 
School offers master’s and 
doctoral degrees in many 
disciplines. The three 
professional schools are 
the Law School, the School 
of Medicine and Public 
Health, and the School of 
Veterinary Medicine.

Undergraduate  
Colleges, Schools, and Majors
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School of Human Ecology
Community and Nonprofit Leadership  
Human Development and Family Studies 
Individual Major 
Interior Design 
Personal Finance 
Retailing 
Textile and Apparel Design 

College of Letters & Science
African Languages and Literature 
Afro-American Studies 
Anthropology 
Applied Math, Engineering and Physics 
Art History 
Asian Studies 
Astronomy-Physics 
Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences 
Biochemistry 
Biological Aspects of Conservation 
Biology 
Botany 
Cartography and Geographic Information 

Systems 
Chemistry 
Chemistry Course 
Chinese 
Classical Humanities 
Classics 
Communication Arts 
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
Comparative Literature 
Computer Sciences 
Economics 
English 
Environmental Sciences 
Environmental Studies 
French 
Gender and Women’s Studies 
Geography 
Geology and Geophysics 
German 

Hebrew 
History 
History and History of Science, Medicine, and 

Technology
History of Science, Medicine, and Technology 
Individual Major 
International Studies 
Italian 
Japanese 
Jewish Studies 
Journalism 
Languages and Cultures of Asia 
Latin 
Latin American, Caribbean and  

Iberian Studies 
Legal Studies 
Linguistics 
Mathematics 
Microbiology 
Molecular Biology 
Music 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Polish 
Political Science 
Portuguese 
Psychology 
Religious Studies 
Russian 
Scandinavian Studies 
Social Welfare 
Social Work 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Statistics 
Theatre and Drama 
Zoology 

School of Nursing
Nursing 

School of Pharmacy
Pharmacology and Toxicology 
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This is a place where student life and learning 

are interwoven. Prepare to be surrounded 

by students who are passionate about their 

fields of study. Many of your most memorable 

experiences will come from studying with a 

group of friends, collaborating on a project, 

exploring a new idea, experimenting with 

cutting-edge technology, or debating the latest 

world news. 

Technology Resources
Computer labs located conveniently 
across campus

Wireless internet in residence halls 
and campus buildings

Printing facilities for everyday use and 
special large-format projects

 Production resources for video and 
audio projects 

Programs and Resources
Academic Advancement Program
Center for Educational Opportunity
International Student Services
McBurney Disability Resource Center
Multicultural Student Center
TRIO Student Support Services
Transfer Transition Program
Veteran Services

Research By the Numbers
4th among U.S. public universities in 
research expenditures with over  
1 billion dollars devoted to  
scientific research

5th in doctorates granted

Academic Resources
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Libraries

Students find our libraries welcoming places 
to research, study, and meet. Vital to the 
teaching, learning, research, and outreach 
mission of our university, they also rank as one 
of the leading research collections in North 
America. Our impressive physical collec-
tion includes 7.3 million printed volumes and 
over seven million other items such as maps, 
photos, musical scores, and government 
documents. Memorial Library is the prin-
cipal research library for social sciences and 
humanities. College Library is the undergrad-
uate research facility that includes over 40 
special-purpose libraries. Expand the scope 
of your search with our vast digital collec-
tion. Connect with research material at public 
libraries and other institutions across the state, 
and read original sources by searching peri-
odicals and journals electronically.

Research 
One hundred and eleven research centers and 
programs help secure our rank as one of the 
most prolific research universities in the world. 
Our undergraduate students join faculty, 
staff, and graduate students in their desire 
to apply new ideas to real-world problems. 
Undergraduate students are fortunate to have 
the opportunity to work alongside some of 
the world’s leading researchers to push the 
frontiers of knowledge.

Community Scholars Program
A one-year academic program for under-
graduates that combines opportunities for 
community service, experiential learning,  
and service.

Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program
The goal of this program is to increase the 
number of students in doctoral degree 
programs who are low-income and first 
generation undergraduates or students who 
come from groups underrepresented in 
graduate education.

Undergraduate Research Scholars
Available to first-year undergraduates, URS is 
dedicated to helping first- and second-year 
undergraduates get hands-on experience 
in research or other creative endeavors by 
working with faculty and research staff. 

Wisconsin Idea Undergraduate Fellowship
Undergraduates with at least sophomore 
standing propose a project that addresses  
a need identified by the community.  
Project areas include community devel-
opment, health-related issues, economic 
development, the arts, education, environ-
mental issues, criminal justice, hunger, and 
poverty alleviation.
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With our university located in 

Wisconsin’s capital city of more than 

233,000 people, our students have 

a wealth of choices on campus and 

in the community. You can observe 

government at work firsthand, shop, 

marvel at cultural offerings, enjoy 

stunning natural areas, and more. When 

family members and friends come to 

visit, there’s plenty to see and do.

The praise for Madison can take many 
forms, including being named: 

Top 10 green city 

A best place to live and work

#1 city for cycling and walking 

A best city for college graduates  

A best city for entrepreneurs   

Top city for young professionals 

Remarkable Madison

State Street
This renowned pedestrian mall links campus with the State Capitol Building. 
Here you’ll find more than 35 restaurants, featuring authentic flavors from 
Ethiopia, Italy, Japan, Nepal, and Vietnam. Spend time studying and 
debating at specialty coffee and tea shops. Grab your favorite book at one 
of five bookstores. On the weekend, choose to visit one of three museums; 
the Orpheum Theater; the Overture Center; or shop more than 60 specialty 
shops and boutiques.



Weather
Yes, we have four seasons in Madison. You 
can enjoy cool springs with flowers blooming, 
hot and sunny summers, colorful and crisp fall 
days, and sparkling snow during winter. July is 
the warmest month, with an average tempera-
ture of 82º F. January is the coldest, when the 
average temperature is 25º F. Dress accord-
ingly and enjoy all seasons! 

The Great Outdoors
There are more than 200 miles of biking and 
hiking trails in the area. Madison offers 260 
parks and 6,000 acres of parkland. In the 
summer, sailboats dot the lakes and picnics 

abound. Madison residents don’t let cold 
weather stop them. Residents skate, ski, snow-
board, sled, and snowshoe in winter. 

Arts, Athletics, and Attractions
Madison embraces the arts with perfor-
mances, art galleries, music venues, a 
renowned film festival, and a center for theater 
and music of all kinds. Spectator sports range 
from Big Ten competitions to local baseball. 
The city’s downtown square hosts one of 
the nation’s most popular farmers’ markets 
from spring through fall in addition to other 
seasonal festivals.
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Although we don’t require our students to live on 

campus, most freshmen choose to live in University 

Residence Halls. You will meet others who are 

beginning their college journey, experience diverse 

perspectives and cultural backgrounds, build new 

friendships, and make global connections.

The halls are open to upperclassmen as well, so 

new students can learn from sophomores, juniors, 

and seniors. Each hall is divided into smaller 

houses, allowing residents to form unique commu-

nities within the building. Our students find that 

our halls provide an appealing mix of academic 

and social life.

University 
Residence Halls
We can accommodate all freshmen 
and transfer students who want 
to live on campus. Students in 
the halls come from all counties 
in Wisconsin, 48 states, and more 
than 50 countries. 

University  
Apartments
Student families and transfer 
students can choose to live close 
to campus in these apartment 
communities:
Eagle Heights
Eagle’s Wing
Harvey Street Apartments 
University Houses

Lakeshore  
Neighborhood
Adams 
Bradley
Cole 
Dejope
Elizabeth Waters
Leopold
Kronshage 
Phillips
Slichter
Sullivan
Tripp

Southeast  
Neighborhood
Barnard
Chadbourne
Merit House 
Ogg
Sellery
Smith
Susan B. Davis House
Witte

Living On Campus
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Services in Your Hall 
Class Connections
Our online database will help you find residents living in your hall who are 
taking the same courses, and also help you to form study groups.

Academic Program Coordinators (APCs)
APCs are student staff who help build a sense of academic community 
within the halls to encourage success in the classroom. This is a great way for 
freshmen to get to know other students in their building. 

Free Tutoring
Tutoring is available in the halls for subject areas that are most commonly 
requested, such as: math, chemistry, economics, writing, and Spanish.

Technology Learning Centers (TLCs)
Take advantage of 24/7 access to technology-rich study spaces in eight 
locations that are great places to work on group projects or to use specialty 
resources for individual work.

Residence Hall Academic Advising Offices
Cross-College Advising Service (CCAS) conducts advising sessions in the 
halls to help students explore academic and career interests.

Hall Desks
Your hall desk is the hub of the neighborhood. You can receive mail and 
packages, and check out items such as laptops, games, movies, and tools. 

Food, Glorious Food!
Residence halls have a full-service 
dining program that is recognized 
as one of the best in the country. 
Our students can enjoy made-
to-order meals, online ordering, 
healthy food options, multiple 
dining venues in convenient loca-
tions, and room delivery. The menu 
also includes vegan options, kosher 
selections, and gluten-free choices.
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The Wisconsin Experience is based on the 

idea that together we create and apply 

learning to make the world a better place. It 

is defined by student leaders who inspire one 

another, advocate for change, and apply their 

campus experience beyond the classroom. 

Opportunities for leadership and engagement 

abound through service learning, community 

outreach activities, and student organizations.

Morgridge Center for 
Public Service
The Morgridge Center 
offers over 100 service 
learning courses on campus, 
facilitates the Wisconsin 
Idea Undergraduate Fellows 
Program, and coordinates 
community volunteer 
opportunities. Join 1,100 
Badger Volunteers each 
year who volunteer in the 
community in health, 
education, or environmental 
service positions. 

Student Experience

Places to Go
Chazen Museum of Art
Design Gallery
Washburn Observatory
Wisconsin Union Theater

Things to Do
Eat Babcock ice cream
Visit the top of Van Hise
Sled down Observatory Hill
Hear a UW Band perform

The Buckys
Over 15 Bucky awards are 
presented annually to recognize 
exceptional student leadership, 
and some of these coveted honors 
include: 

Most Involved
Awarded to a student who is 
actively involved in multiple 
organizations and campus 
programs, and is dedicated to 
improving life for students on 
campus, and the surrounding 
community.

Inclusivity Award 
Presented to an organization 
that excels in promoting aware-
ness about social justice issues 
and contributes to the leadership 
growth of its members.
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Student Organizations
Make connections with other students and find yourself in one of our 
900 registered student organizations. These are just a few:

Arts and Media
•	 Anime	Club

•	 Ballroom	Dance	Association

•	 Madison	Area	Jugglers

Professional
•	 American	Society	of	Civil	Engineers

•	 Arts	Enterprise

•	 Biomedical	Engineering	Society

Recreational
•	 Chess	Club

•	 Hoofers	Sailing	Club

•	 Speed	Skating

Advocacy
•	 Alternative	Breaks

•	 Campus	Women’s	Center

•	 Children’s	Justice	Project

17

The annual Go Big Read 
program engages members 
of the campus community and 
beyond in a shared, academi-
cally focused reading experi-
ence. Students, faculty, staff, 
and community members 
are invited to participate by 
reading the book and taking 
part in classroom discussions 
and campus events. The fall 
2013 selection is A Tale for 
the Time Being by Ruth Ozeki 
which portrays how strangers, 
who will never actually meet, 
can feel a connection through 
personal stories.
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Club Sports
With over 30 club sports, students who want 
to stay active and compete will find their 
chance on our campus. Although many clubs 
are organized for intercollegiate competition, 
some meet just for fun or for fitness instruc-
tion.  All clubs will practice regularly in order 
to promote and develop the skills and inter-
ests of their members, so be prepared for the 
additional time commitment.

Intramurals
These provide the perfect way to meet new 
people in a casually competitive environ-
ment. Whether you’re a first-time participant 
or veteran athlete, there are plenty of oppor-
tunities to get involved in a wide variety of 
sports. Intramural teams have a maximum of 
20 participants and compete among other 
UW–Madison students and faculty from all 
over campus.

Club Sports
Archery
Badminton
Baseball
Cycling
Eagle Claw Kung Fu
Fencing
Frisbee
Ice Hockey
Japanese Karate
Lacrosse
Racquetball
Rugby
Table Tennis
Tae Kwon Do
Tennis
Triathlon
Volleyball
Water Ski Team
Wrestling

Intramural Sports
2 on 2 Sand Volleyball
3 on 3 Basketball
Dodgeball
Flag Football
Floor Hockey
Table Tennis
Ultimate Frisbee
Volleyball

Intramural and Club Sports
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Our facilities exceed the needs of our active 

students. Students can work out and play 

recreational sports in several locations on 

campus: 

Southeast Recreational Facility (SERF)  
Located in the heart of campus, it is the 
most popular facility. It also features indoor 
recreational opportunities including a 
running track, large cardio room and fitness 

studio.

Natatorium (NAT)  
On the west side of campus on Lake 
Mendota, it features a racing pool, diving 
well, and the outdoor Perrier Paracourse 
Fitness Circuit. Access the Howard Temin 
Lakeshore Path to explore the Lakeshore 
Nature Preserve, and see an amazing view of 

campus from Picnic Point.

Camp Randall Memorial Sports 
Center (Shell)  
Right next to Camp Randall Stadium, this 
facility is open to the campus community 
and Madison residents. It features exercise 
equipment, a 200-meter indoor running 
track, and an indoor ice rink.
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Whether you’re competing or cheering 

from the stands, you will quickly find that 

every year is a good year to be a Badger! 

Game days also add extra energy to 

campus and downtown, as students and 

the community come out to support our 

teams. Last year, over 1.3 million Badger 

fans watched their favorite teams play.

Badger Athletics
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VARSITY SPORTS

Men’s
Basketball
Cross Country
Football
Golf
Hockey
Rowing
Soccer
Swimming & Diving
Tennis
Track & Field
Wrestling

Women’s
Basketball
Cross Country
Golf
Hockey
Rowing
Lightweight Rowing
Soccer
Softball
Swimming & Diving
Tennis
Track & Field
Volleyball

Football captured a third straight 
Big Ten title and competed in the 
Rose Bowl.

Men’s Cross Country earned their 
14th straight Big Ten title.

Women’s Rowing claimed their 
second straight national champion-
ship title.

Men’s Hockey won the final WCHA 
conference title, heading into the 
2013–2014 Big Ten inaugural 
season.

Women’s Hockey had nine players 
compete on the USA Olympic team.

Men’s Track and Field, Big Ten 
Indoor champions, took third place 
in NCAA finals. 

Softball claimed their first Big Ten 
title in university history.
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Athletic Facilities
Camp Randall
Built in 1917, Camp Randall is the home for 
our football team. It seats more than 80,000 
fans which places it among the nation’s 
largest school-owned stadiums.

Kohl Center
Home to our men’s and women’s basket-
ball teams, and our men’s hockey team, the 
Kohl Center is one of the finest on-campus 
facilities in all of collegiate athletics.

Porter Boat House
A three-story crew house for our men’s and 
women’s rowing teams is located along the 
shore of Lake Mendota. The unique state-
of-the-art facility includes a moving water 
tank for 24 rowers and storage for more 
than 100 boats.

LaBahn Arena
With seating for 2,273 spectators, the 
LaBahn Arena serves as home ice for our 
women’s hockey games as well as our 
men’s and women’s hockey practice facility.

Golf Training Center at  
University Ridge
Located at University Ridge Golf Course, 
the Golf Training Center is a year-round 
indoor practice facility that allows our 
men’s and women’s golf teams to work on 
their skills throughout the year.



22

Our students are embraced as Wisconsin Badgers from the moment 

they are admitted to UW–Madison and decide to enroll. They  

immediately become part of a special campus community of diverse scholars  

and, after graduation, will join a global community of more than 400,000 

living alumni. Our alumni live in Wisconsin, of course, but Badger contingents 

can also be found in cities from New York to Los Angeles, Chicago to the Twin 

Cities, and in countries around the world. Chances are, wherever you go a 

Badger will be close by.

Badger Outcomes
More than 1,050 alumni serve  
as CEOs 

Over 2,900 Badgers have served 
in the Peace Corps 

17 Nobel Laureates

27 Pulitzer Prize winners

30 Rhodes Scholars

Global Alumni Network
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Notable Badgers
John Morgridge ‘55 and Tashia Morgridge ‘59
They attended UW–Madison together after graduating 
from the same high school. John graduated with a bach-
elor’s in business administration and Tashia earned her 
undergraduate degree from the School of Education. 

John is most widely known for his work at Cisco Systems in 
San Jose, California, where he grew the company from 34 
employees to more than 2,200. After more than 25 years, 
he now serves as Chairman Emeritus. Tashia is now retired 
as a special education teacher and works as a volunteer 
teacher for the learning disabled.

They remain active in our campus community as members 
of the UW Foundation, the Bascom Hill Society and the 
Wisconsin Alumni Association. Their impact is also felt 
throughout numerous volunteer activities and nonprofit 
organizations. Their generosity helped construct Grainger 
Hall, renovate the School of Education building, and 
restore the Red Gym, which also houses the Morgridge 
Center for Public Service. 

Jerome Chazen ‘48
After graduating with a bachelor’s in economics, he began 
his career on Wall Street. As one of four founders of Liz 
Claiborne, now known as Fifth & Pacific, he spearheaded 
sales, marketing, distribution and licensing programs that 
were a significant part of the company’s early success. He 
also played an integral role in the ongoing development of 
the Museum of Arts and Design in New York City, and has 
served on the museum’s board since 1989. As the Founder 
and Chairman of Chazen Capital Partners, he remains 
connected to business and philanthropic organizations, 
and serves on several corporate and charitable boards. 
The Chazen Museum of Art, located on campus, is home 
to the second-largest collection of art in Wisconsin.

Arthur Nielsen ‘18
Arthur Nielsen graduated with a bachelor’s in engi-
neering and founded the A.C. Nielsen company. His work 
advanced the field of market research and led to new tech-
niques for test marketing new products. He was a pioneer 
in developing methods of measuring the audience of 
radio and television broadcasting programs, known as the 
Nielsen ratings. The company he built in 1923 continues to 
provide audience measurements and insights for Internet 
and digital media platforms. In 1968, the Nielsen Tennis 
Stadium was built in his honor, as he captained the tennis 
team for two years. In 1990, the Nielsen family made a 
charitable gift to the UW–Madison School of Business, 
creating the A.C. Nielsen Center for Marketing Research.
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 High School Academic Preparation 
Your high school record should demon-
strate rigor and breadth in the type of 
coursework you pursue. A competitive 
academic record should show challenging 
advanced-level work, such as AP, honors, 
or IB courses, in as many areas as possible, 
while maintaining a strong GPA. The 
following chart shows the number of years 
that most admitted students studied in 
each subject area: 

SUBJECT AREA YEARS

English 4 

Math† 4 

Social Studies 3–4 

Science 3–4 

Single Foreign Language‡ 3–4 

Additional Academic/Fine Arts 2 

Total Units  19–22

† Math requirement includes at least one year each of 
algebra, geometry, and advanced math, or an integrated 
sequence of courses. Statistics, business math, and/or 
computer courses will not fulfill this requirement. 

‡ Non-native English speakers satisfy the foreign 
language requirement if they were educated in their 
native language through grade eight.

Freshman  
Academic Requirements
Our Philosophy
UW–Madison has a holistic, competitive, and selective admission 
process. Our counselors will consider your high school course 
work, written statements, standardized test scores, extracurricular 
activities, and a letter of recommendation, if you choose to submit 
one. We have an understanding of the course offerings and 
grading scale at your school, so we will look closely at your high 
school transcript to assess the rigor of your curriculum and your 
performance in those courses. We are also looking for consistent 
involvement in activities in or out of school, leadership, commu-
nity involvements, or any special gifts or talents that you would 
bring to our university.
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1.  Application: Use the online 
application, which allows you to 
save your progress and return to 
complete sections as needed.  
Access the freshman application 
at admissions.wisc.edu/apply.

2.  Written Statements: As part of 
our holistic review, we refer to 
the written exercises you submit 
to understand more about you. 
What you choose to share gives 
us an idea of who you are and 
what you might be like as part of 
our community. Remember to be 
genuine in your writing.

3.  Transcripts: Request official 
transcripts from every high 
school, collegiate and/or 
summer program you attended. 

Transcripts must be sent directly 
from each school or institution. 

4.  Test Scores: Scores from either 
the ACT Plus Writing (school 
code 4656) or the SAT (school 
code 1846) are required. All 
scores must be sent directly from 
the testing agency. 

5.  Letters of Recommendation: 
Though not required, we strongly 
encourage submitting at least 
one letter from someone who can 
attest to your academic ability, 
such as a high school teacher or 
college counselor. Provide them 
with a link to our convenient 
online recommendation form 
at admissions.wisc.edu/submit/
recommendation. 

Freshman Application Deadlines

 Application Deadline Decision Notification

First Fall Notification November 1 End of January
Second Fall Notification February 1 End of March
Spring Term October 1 End of December

Web Resources

Admissions Application admissions.wisc.edu/apply 

Admissions Forms and Fact Sheets admissions.wisc.edu/get/forms 

Counselor Recommendation Form  admissions.wisc.edu/submit/ 
recommendation

Information for  
International Freshmen

Admission Deadlines
The application deadlines for inter-
national students are the same as the 
deadlines for domestic students. There 
are two notification periods for freshmen. 
Allow enough time for official documents 
to arrive by mail.

TOEFL and IELTS
If you are an applicant from a non-
English speaking country, you must 
submit a TOEFL or IELTS score, unless 
English was the language of instruction 
for all courses in all years of secondary 
school.  Generally, admitted students 
have an Internet-based TOEFL score in 
the 95-105 range (587-620 on the paper-
based test) or an IELTS score of 6.5-7.5. 
Our TOEFL test code is 1846. Request 
that your official IELTS scores be sent 
by paper to the Office of Admissions and 
Recruitment.

Financial Forms and Your Visa
If you are selected for admission, submit 
the Financial Verification Form and 
provide proof of financial support. The 
university will review and process your 
financial documentation and send you 
the appropriate form which is needed to 
apply for an F–1 or J–1 visa.

Application Process
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Course Requirements

COURSE/SUBJECT AREA CREDITS/YEARS REQUIRED 

College Credits 24 transferable semester credits
Transfer students are not accepted  
freshman level. You must show pr 
full year of college work after high 
This excludes AP and other test cre 

Algebra 1 year in high school 

Plane Geometry  1 year in high school
Must be taken in the reg  
informal, will not be accepted.

Advanced math 1 year in high school or
At the level of Algebra 2 or beyond. 1 college course

Foreign Language 2 years in high school or
Sequential study of one language. 2 semesters in college

Our Philosophy
UW–Madison has a holistic, 
competitive, and selective admis-
sion process. We review your 
academic record from high school 
through college, your written 
statements, and any additional 
information you choose to submit, 
such as test scores or recommen-
dations. Successful applicants will 
have a consistently high or upward 
grade trend, a strong cumulative 
GPA, and rigorous course work 
in English composition, college-
level math, science, social science, 
humanities, literature, and foreign 
language. 

Transfer Student  
Academic Requirements

Transfer students are not accepted 
at the freshman level. You must show 
proof of one full year of college work 
after high school. This excludes AP 
and other test credit.

Must be taken in the regular 
college track. Lower-track, such as 
modified, basic, or informal, will not 
be accepted.
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Transfer Application Deadlines

 Application Deadline Decision Notification

Fall Term February 1 End of April
Spring Term October 1 End of December

Web Resources

Admissions Application admissions.wisc.edu/apply 

Admissions Forms and Fact Sheets admissions.wisc.edu/get/forms 

Transfer Credit Information  admissions.wisc.edu/get/ 

transfercredit

1.  Application: Use the online 
application, which allows you to 
save your progress and return to 
complete sections as needed. 
Access the freshman application 
at admissions.wisc.edu/apply.

2.  Written Statements: As part of 
our holistic review, we refer to 
the written exercises you submit 
to understand more about you. 
What you choose to share gives 
us an idea of who you are and 
what you might be like as part of 
our community. Remember to be 
genuine in your writing.

3.  Transcripts: Request official 
transcripts from every high 
school, collegiate and/or summer 
program you attended. 

4.  Test Scores: Scores from either 
the ACT Plus Writing or the 
SAT are not required but will be 
considered if submitted. 

5.  Letters of Recommendation: 
Though not required, we strongly 
encourage submitting at least 
one letter from someone who can 
attest to your academic ability, 
such as a high school teacher or 
college counselor.  Provide them 
with a link to our convenient 
online recommendation form 
at admissions.wisc.edu/submit/
recommendation.

Information for International 
Transfer Students

Admission Deadlines
The application deadlines for inter-
national students are the same as the 
deadlines for domestic students. Allow 
enough time for official documents to 
arrive by mail.

TOEFL and IELTS
International transfer applicants 
from non-English speaking coun-
tries must submit a TOEFL or IELTS 
score, unless they have completed 
or are currently taking an English 
composition course at a U.S. college 
or university. Generally, admitted 
students have an Internet-based 
TOEFL score in the 95-105 range 
(587-620 on the paper-based test) 
or an IELTS score of 6.5-7.5. Our 
TOEFL test code is 1846. Request that 
your official IELTS scores be sent by 
paper to the Office of Admissions and 
Recruitment.

Financial Forms and Your Visa
If you are selected for admission, 
submit the Financial Verification 
Form and provide proof of financial 
support. The university will review 
and process your financial documen-
tation and send you the appropriate 
form which is needed to apply for an 
F–1 or J–1 visa.

Application Process
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Tuition is only one part of the total cost of attending college. 
Check out the table on this page for an estimate of total 
costs—tuition and fees, books, supplies, housing, travel, and 
other education-related expenses—to attend UW–Madison. 
Keep in mind, though, that there are ways to get help paying 
for college. Financial aid is considered a package of schol-
arships, grants, on-campus work-study jobs, and student 
loans. These funds come from the federal government, the 
state of Wisconsin, and the university. Financial packages are 
determined on an individual basis. UW–Madison also offers 
a number of scholarships for both incoming freshmen and 
continuing undergraduates.

Who Should Apply?
All U.S. citizens and permanent residents admitted to the 
university should file for federal student aid, which helps 
determine which sources of aid a student might receive. If that 
information is not on file, a student might give up available 
funds. Students on an F–1, F–2, J–1, or J–2 visa are not eligible 
for federal financial aid from the university. 

Scholarships@UW–Madison Website
The university awards scholarships to recognize outstanding 
academic and extracurricular work. This website allows you  
to search for a large number of these opportunities:  
scholarships.wisc.edu.

While not the only factor, financial need is often consid-
ered in the selection process. Do not wait to apply since it 
might take time to gather required materials. Most accept 

submissions from November to February, but pay particular 
attention to deadlines as they vary by school and college. 
Some scholarships are available to incoming students, and 
others are reserved for current students.

After submitting your admissions application, use your 
Campus ID number to create a NetID. This will allow you to 
log in to the system and find matches based on your inter-
ests and qualifications.

Remember, there might be scholarships available to 
incoming students not listed on this site. Contact the under-
graduate school or college of your intended major to find 
out about additional opportunities.

Options for International Students
The Office of International Student Services provides a 
resource page to research available scholarships, fellow-
ships, and grants. Please remember that the programs 
listed are not run by the university. If you will study in the 
United States on an F–1, F–2, J–1, or J–2 visa, you are not 
eligible to submit a FAFSA and cannot receive federal 
financial aid from the university.

Wisconsin State Residency 
At our state-funded public university, in-state students and 
out-of-state students pay different rates for tuition. If you 
come to Wisconsin primarily for educational purposes, you 
might not qualify as a Wisconsin resident, even after living in 
the state for a year or more.  

Tuition, Fees, and Expenses for 2013–14

 Wisconsin  Minnesota Out-of-State/  
 Resident Resident International 
Tuition and Fees  $10,402 $13,190 $26,652 
Books and Supplies  1,200 1,200 1,200 
Room and Board  8,354 8,354 8,354 
Miscellaneous Expenses 3,241 3,241 3,241 
Travel 1,024 1,370 1,660 
Estimated Total Cost:  $24,221 $27,355 $41,107

Estimates are based on residency for an unmarried undergraduate living in a university residence hall.

Financing Your Education



FAFSA
fafsa.ed.gov
Students should complete the  
Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as 
possible after January 1. Although 
we do not have an official applica-
tion deadline for financial aid, we 
try to make an award offer before 
May 1, assuming all requested 
materials have been submitted at 
least 30 days earlier. 

Office of Student Financial Aid
finaid.wisc.edu  

Scholarships@UW–Madison
scholarships.wisc.edu 

Scholarships and Funding for 
International Students
iss.wisc.edu
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Experiencing a place firsthand can be powerful. 

There’s nothing quite like visiting our campus to get 

a true sense of our energetic students, countless 

activities, and beautiful setting. 

As student spaces and buildings are added, there is 

always something new to see. Come for an information 

session and tour, but also take the time to hear a 

guest speaker, visit one of the undergraduate schools 

and colleges, check out a sporting event, catch a 

performance, or explore downtown Madison.

Information Sessions and Tours
Our admissions counselors and tour 
guides welcome thousands of students 
to campus year-round. Our campus 
admissions information sessions 
will tell you about the process of 
applying, how to pay for college, and 
what our graduates are doing in 
the world. Admissions counselors 
lead these sessions Monday through 
Friday, followed shortly thereafter 
by a campus walking tour led by an 
undergraduate student. 

Visit Our Campus
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Make a Reservation Online
The easiest way to make a reservation is online. Some of our visit 
programs fill quickly, so please review the available times at least two 
weeks in advance. Some dates are not available due to holidays or 
special campus events. 

Class Visits
Each semester, prospective students can visit lecture-style classes. Some 
of the most popular classes include animal biology, engineering design, 
human language, interpersonal communication, introduction to theater, 
making of modern science, and modern American literature. 

Meet with a Counselor
Counselors are available Monday through Friday to assist students with 
questions. Meet with a representative at the Union South welcome desk 
or in the Office of Admissions and Recruitment lobby. 

Transfer Information Sessions 
Prospective transfer students are encouraged to sign up for weekly 
information sessions led by a transfer admissions counselor. These 
sessions are a great way to find out about the admissions process and 
campus resources. It’s never too early to find out what you need to know. 
We welcome students who are interested in applying for the upcoming 
semester or for the future. 

Schedule a Visit
Online:  
visitbucky.wisc.edu

Phone:  
608-262-3318
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Mail
Office of Admissions and Recruitment
University of Wisconsin–Madison
702 West Johnson Street, Suite 1101
Madison, WI 53715-1007

Phone
608-262-3961

Fax
608-262-7706

Email
onwisconsin@admissions.wisc.edu

Information Sessions and Tours
Go to visitbucky.wisc.edu or call 608-262-3318.

News Updates and Social Media
Get the latest updates from our office, news alerts, and 
reminders about important deadlines by following us on your 
favorite social media site. Stay informed with the latest tips and 
articles on our news site: admissions.wisc.edu/news
 

facebook.com/UWMadisonAdmissions 

twitter.com/UWAdmissions 

youtube.com/uwadmissions  

 
Information for Admitted Students
Track what to do after you receive an admission decision,  
follow up with other offices on campus, and join one of our online 
communities for admitted students. Make friends as you decide 
to become a future Badger, and stay connected as you start 
classes.It all starts here: admissions.wisc.edu/admitted

Contact 
Admissions and Recruitment
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The University of Wisconsin–Madison does not discriminate in its employment practices and 
programs and activities on a variety of bases including: race, color, national origin, sex, disability 
or age. For information on other covered bases, and the names of the Title IX and Americans 
with Disabilities Act Coordinators, contact the Office for Equity and Diversity at 179A Bascom 
Hall, Madison WI 53706, 608-263-2378, WTRS 7-1-1.

Photos by University Communications. Produced for the Office of Admissions and Recruitment.

© 2013 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System

See what we’re doing to be a living model 
for sustainability, and what you can do to 
conserve resources and eliminate waste.

sustainability.wisc.edu



admissions.wisc.edu

702 West Johnson Street, Suite 1101      
Madison, Wisconsin 53715–1007

http://admissions.wisc.edu
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